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S.60

Introduced by Senators Hardy, Heffernan, Major and Plunkett

Referred to Committee on Agriculture

Date: February 11, 2025

Subject: Agriculture; disaster relief; funding

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to establish the
Farm Security Special Fund to provide financial assistance to farms that

experienced qualifying losses due to weather conditions.

ok S | | S ] i T I
An act relating to establishing the Farm and Forestry Operations Security

Special Fund to provide payments for farm and forestry operation losses
due to weather conditions

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

NMANARIAY

The GeMesgl Assembly finds that:

(1) In 2023 and 708, Vermont experienced extreme flooding and other

climate-fueled disasters that devastatc®grms and other working lands

businesses across the State.

(2) Many existing State and federal programs that are desi®msd to
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mec® the needs of Vermont farmers in a holistic way.

A\ In particular, because federal crop insurance programs are not

designed to%erve the needs of smaller scale or more diversified farming

operations, man% Vermont farmers are not covered by crop insurance.

4) The Statehould establish a permanent funding support program to:

A) maintain tBg viability of farms in Vermont in order to ensure

food security, climate resilieMge. rural economic vitality, and environmental

health;

(B) continuously invest in Mgms in a way that makes them more

resilient to current and future challenges:%nd

(C) provide a source of relief fundsermanently available to farmers

impacted by climate emergencies and extreme wesgher.
Sec. 2. 6 V.S.A. chapter 207 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 207. PROMOTION AND, MARKETING, AND SUPPORT OF

VERMONT FARMS, FOODS, AND PRODU

% ok %

Subchapter 4. Farm Security Special Fund

§ 4631. DEFINITIONS
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corMlitions that are found to be closely correlated with agricultural income

losses:
A% high winds;

(B) ex@ssive moisture, intense precipitation, or flooding:

(C) extren® heat;

(D) abnormal M¢eze conditions:

(E) widespread firdevent:

(F) hail;

(G) drought; or

(H) any other severe weather oMgrowing conditions impacting

agricultural income, as determined by the ReWew Board.

(2) “Farm” means a parcel or parcels of lai owned. leased, or managed

by a person and devoted primarily to farming and thats subject to regulation

under the Required Agricultural Practices.

(3) “Farm Security Special Fund Review Board” or “R&iew Board”

means the Board established under section 4634 of this title.

4) “Farming” has the same meaning as in section 2.16 of the R&guired

Agricultural Practices.
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by %e Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets and that shall be managed

in accoMlance with 32 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 5. The Fund shall consist

of:

(1) fundsWppropriated by the General Assembly;

(2) funds frogpublic and private sources that the Secretary accepts for

the Fund; and

(3) funds from federaMgovernment aid for State support of farmers

suffering income loss due to wedWer conditions.

(b) The Secretary of Agriculture,%o00od and Markets shall ensure language

accessibility of the Fund through procure¥gent and provision of interpretation

and translation services.

(¢) All balances in the Fund at the end of any Wscal yvear shall be carried

forward and remain part of the Fund.

§ 4633. FARM SECURITY SPECIAL FUND; GRANT

(a) The Secretary, after consultation with the Review Boar®% shall award

grants from the Farm Security Special Fund to farms that have inc@red

financial losses or expenses due to an eligible weather condition.

(1) Grants from the fund shall be in an amount that reimburses a far
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quikified applicant farm.

(W The Secretary shall establish criteria for the amount of an award

based on tI annual net income of the farm in relation to the median net

income of all {%ms in Vermont.

(3) The Secrétary may verify the occurrence of an eligible weather

condition claimed undMthis section through a site visit or through use of

available data from the Nat¥nal Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

from other federal or State cert¥ied weather data sources, or from other public

or private weather or satellite date 8 models.

(4) Losses reimbursable by a graft under this section include:

(A) wages or compensation;

(B) replacement of lost income from @&estroyed crops or impacted

livestock;

(C) debt payments or other ongoing expenses?

(D) costs of replanting;

(E) livestock feed replacement costs;

(F) infrastructure or equipment repair and replacement;

(G) repair of farm roads and roads necessary to access farms;%

(H) other losses as determined by the Secretary after consultation

W C CVICW DOdIU.
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thiSsection that shall include:

(W a brief description of the damage that occurred;

(2) Mestation of an eligible weather condition or event;

(3) an eSwmate of losses; and

(4) a year-erM report of farm income and expenses from Schedule F of

U.S. Internal Revenue ®orm 1040.

(¢) An application for a award under this section may be made at any

time, and the Fund may only cMse the application process upon award of all

appropriated funds for the relevantiscal year.

(d)_Applications for an award undeMghis section shall be processed in the

order received, but an application shall note ready for evaluation until the

Secretary determines that the application is adiMinistratively complete and

includes all documentation required by the Secreta

e) All administratively complete applications shallge evaluated by the

Review Board. Within 10 days of receipt of an administrafiyely complete
application, the Review Board by majority vote shall recommeNgd to the

Secretary whether to issue a grant to the applicant. If the Review Bpard

recommends an award under this section, the Secretary shall issue the dgard
within two weeks of the date of the Review Board’s recommendation.

N 00, ANV U I\ » UINLJ NLVV YWV DUAND)
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Bo%d. which for administrative purposes shall be attached to the Agency of

Agriculure, Food and Markets.

(b) Org#nization of Board. The Board shall be composed of:

(1) the retary of Agriculture, Food and Markets or designee, who

shall serve as chair®

(2)_the State Chi&f Recovery Officer or designee;

(3) representatives othree organizations or entities with experience

granting relief funds or technicll assistance to farmers, appointed by the

Secretary of Agriculture, Food and®Markets: and

(4) two farmers who have receivid relief funding, appointed by the

Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Market

¢) Member terms. The members designaté¥y in subdivisions (b)(3) of this

section shall be appointed to initial terms of two yetrs. Thereafter, each

appointed member shall serve a term of three years or Mgtil the member’s

earlier resignation or removal. The members designated in%gubdivision (b)(4)

of this section shall be appointed to initial terms of one year. creafter, each

appointed member shall serve a term of three years or until the meber’s

earlier resignation or removal. A vacancy shall be filled by the appointg

authority for the remainder of the unexpired term. An appointed member shall
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(1) The Review Board shall review applications for assistance under this

sectionMassess the accuracy and validity of the applications, and recommend to

the Secretaly applicants who should receive assistance under this section.

(2) In or¥er to ensure that the Fund is meeting the needs of Vermont’s

agricultural commNgity, the Review Board annually shall review the

application process, eliMbility criteria, distribution, and accessibility of the

Fund. The Review Board 3gnually shall recommend to the House Committee

on Agriculture, Food Resiliencfand Forestry and the Senate Committee on

Agriculture ways to improve the efgctiveness of the Fund.

e) Officers; committees. The Boayl may elect officers, establish one or

more committees or subcommittees, and adgpt such procedural rules as it shall

determine necessary and appropriate to perfornits work.

Quorum; meetings; voting. A majority of ti sitting members shall

constitute a quorum, and action taken by the Board maWbe authorized by a

majority of the members present and voting at any regular & special meeting

at which a quorum is present. The Board may meet as an advisgry body under

1 V.S.A. chapter 1. subchapter 2.

(g) Compensation. Private sector members shall be entitled to per &m

compensation authorized under 32 V.S.A. § 1010(b) for each day spent in the
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theSnember’s duties.

Sec. 3. UNDING INTENT; REPORT ON FUTURE APPROPRIATIONS

(a) It is%he intent of the General Assembly that the Farm Security Special

Fund receive adannual appropriation equal to 50 percent of the average

documented farm 18ses from eligible weather conditions, as defined in 6

V.S.A. chapter 207, subghapter 4, averaged over previous years.

b) To determine the apMgopriate funds for deposit to the Farm Security

Special Fund. the Secretary of Aericulture, Food and Markets shall

recommend to the Farm Security Sfcial Fund Review Board on or before

December 15, 2025 an amount to be apfgopriated to the Farm Security Special

Fund based on the farm losses from eligiblédgveather conditions averaged over

the previous three calendar years. On or beforeManuary 15, 2026, the Farm

Security Special Fund Review Board shall submit tqhe Senate Committees on

Agriculture and on Appropriations and the House Comihittees on Agriculture,

Food Resiliency, and Forestry and on Appropriations a recomended

appropriation to the Farm Security Special Fund.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2025.

Sec. 1. FINDINGS

C UC/ICriu 1 C ULy 112 11718
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cMate-fueled disasters that devastated farms and other working lands
busWgesses across the State.

) Many existing State and federal programs that are designed to
support ¥arms are difficult to access, are administratively burdensome, and
currently & not meet the needs of Vermont farmers in a holistic way.

(3)  IMyparticular, because federal crop insurance programs are not
designed to s&ve the needs of smaller scale or more diversified farming
operations, manWermont farmers are not covered by crop insurance.

(4) The StateNhould establish a permanent funding support program to:

(A) maintain¥he viability of farms in Vermont in order to ensure food
security, climate resilien®, rural economic vitality, and environmental health;

(B) continuoushMgnvest in farms in _a way that makes them more
resilient to current and futurdghallenges; and

(C) provide a source Mrelief funds permanently available to farmers
impacted by climate emergencies ®d extreme weather.

Sec. 2. 6 V.S.A. chapter 207 is amen¥ed to read:

CHAPTER 207. PROMOTION ANIRMARKETING, AND SUPPORT OF
VERMONT FARMS, FOORS. AND PRODUCTS

& sk ok

Subchapter 4. Farm Securit{Special Fund
$ 4631. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Eligible weather condition” means any oMghe following weather
conditions that are found to be closely correlated witMagricultural income
losses:

(A) high winds;

(B) excessive moisture, intense precipitation, or floodin%

(C) extreme heat;

(D) abnormal freeze conditions;

(E) widespread fire event;

(F) hail;

O OToOaTir, ©
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Xicultural income, as determined by the Review Board.

(2)  “Farm” means a parcel or parcels of land owned, leased, or
mana%ed by a person and devoted primarily to farming and that is subject to
regulatM under the Required Agricultural Practices.

(3) S Farm Security Special Fund Review Board” or “Review Board”
means the B&rd established under section 4634 of this title.

(4) “FaMging” has the same meaning as in section 2.16 of the Required
Agricultural Pra®ces.

0 4632. FARM SECNRITY SPECIAL FUND

(a) There is establi%ed the Farm Security Special Fund to be administered
by the Secretary of Agrilture, Food and Markets and that shall be managed
in accordance with 32 V.SM chapter 7, subchapter 5. The Fund shall consist

of:

(1) funds omeeemmivesh(r8 sicrred by the General Assembly,

(2) funds from public and pXyate sources that the Secretary accepts for
the Fund; and

(3) funds from federal governiMgnt aid for State support of farmers
suffering income loss due to weather condhgions.

(b) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food Md Markets shall ensure language
accessibility of the Fund through procuremenWand provision of interpretation
and translation services.

(c) All balances in the Fund at the end of anv¥scal vear shall be carried
forward and remain part of the Fund.

¢ 4633. FARM SECURITY SPECIAL FUND,; GRANT,

(a) The Secretary, after consultation with the ReviewSgoard, shall award
grants from the Farm Security Special Fund to farms tMgt have incurred
financial losses or expenses due to an eligible weather conditio

(1) Grants from the fund shall be in an amount that reimMyrses a farm
for up to 50 percent of uninsured or otherwise uncovered losses dudo eligible
weather conditions, up to a maximum award of $150,000.00 total peMyear per
qualified applicant farm.

(2) The Secretary shall establish criteria for the amount of an amgard
based on the annual net income of the farm in relation to the median Mgt
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coygdition claimed under this section through a site visit or through use of
avaXable data from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
from &her federal or State certified weather data sources, or from other public
or privi¥e weather or satellite data or models.

(4) Wpsses reimbursable by a grant under this section include:

(A) Wages or compensation;

(B) r&glacement of lost income from destroyed crops or impacted
livestock;

(C) debt pgments or other ongoing expenses;

(D) costs of r&lanting;

(E) livestock fee®replacement costs:

(F) infrastructure oequipment repair and replacement;

(G) repair of farm rod%s and roads necessary to access farms; or

(H) other losses as det®mined by the Secretary after consultation
with the Review Board.

(b) The Secretary shall develop a stRgamlined application for awards under
this section that shall include:

(1) a brief description of the damage ®at occurred;

(2) attestation of an eligible weather cor¥{ition or event;

(3) an estimate of losses; and

(4) a vear-end report of farm income and exMgnses from Schedule F of
U.S. Internal Revenue Form 1040).

(c) An application for an award under this sectiongay be made at any
time, and the Fund may only close the application procesSupon award of all
appropriated funds for the relevant fiscal year:

(d) Applications for an award under this section shall be pXgcessed in the
order received, but an application shall not be ready for evalua¥on until the
Secretary determines that the application is administratively coMplete and
includes all documentation required by the Secretary.

(e) All administratively complete applications shall be evaluated Wy the
Review Board. Within 15 days following receipt of an administrai®e!l
complete application, the Review Board by majority vote shall recommend%p
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in 15 days following the date of the Review Board’s recommendation.

o 4084. FARM SECURITY SPECIAL FUND REVIEW BOARD

(a) XCreation. There is created the Farm Security Special Fund Review
Board, v&ich for administrative purposes shall be attached to the Agency of
Agricultur® Food and Markets.

(b) Organ¥ation of Board. The Board shall be composed of:

(1) the S&retary of Agriculture, Food and Markets or designee, who
shall serve as cha

(2) the State Ohgef Recovery Officer or designee;

(3)  representaMges of three agricultural organizations who can
demonstrate expertise in &aling with all sizes and types of farms in Vermont,
whether through granting fMgds, offering technical assistance or advocacy and
have a proven track recor® of working with farmers, appointed by the
Secretary of Agriculture, Food Bgd Markets; and

(4) two farmers who hav@received relief funding, appointed by the
Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(c) Member terms. The members¥esignated in subdivision (b)(3) of this
section shall be appointed to initial (Mgns of two vears. Thereafter, each
appointed member shall serve a term ofMhree years or until the member’s
earlier resignation or removal. The membeMg designated in subdivision (b)(4)
of this section shall be appointed to initial terMs of one vear. Thereafter, each
appointed member shall serve a term of threyears or until the member’s
earlier resignation or removal. A vacancy shalpe filled by the appointing
authority for the remainder of the unexpired term. Mg appointed member shall
not serve more than three consecutive three-year term.

(d) Powers.

(1) The Review Board shall review applications for aistance under this
section, assess the accuracy and validity of the applicationsand recommend
to the Secretary applicants who should receive assistance under¥is section.

(2) The Board annually shall report to the House (&nmittee on
Agriculture, Food Resiliency, and Forestry and the Senate ComMgittee on
Agriculture the total documented Vermont farm financial losses fronkeligible
weather conditions averaged over the previous three calendar years.

(3) In order to ensure that the Fund is meeting the needs of Vermt's
agricultural community, the Review Board annually shall review %

754 % 2 222% T 5 LU y or, Ol OorrorT, CrITer O .
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oM ericulture, Food Resiliency, and Forestry and the Senate Committee on
AgriMture ways to improve the effectiveness of the Fund.

(e) cers; committees. The Board may elect officers, establish one or
more com ees or subcommittees, and adopt such procedural rules as it shall
determine nec®ary and appropriate to perform its work.

(f) _Quorum.: Mgetings: voting. A majority of the sitting members shall
constitute a quorumNgnd action taken by the Board may be authorized by a
majority of the memberWpresent and voting at any regular or special meeting
at which a quorum is pres®. The Board may meet as an advisory body under
1 V.S.A. chapter 5, subchapté

(2) Compensation. Private ¥gctor members shall be entitled to per diem
compensation authorized under 32%S.A. § 1010(b) for each day spent in the
performance of their duties, and eacMgnember shall be reimbursed from the
Fund for the member’s actual and neces¥y expenses incurred in carrying out
the member’s duties.

implementing the Farm Security Spetm d under 6 V.S.A.
chapter 207, subchapter 4.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE
S 4 .

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

Sec. 1. FINDINGS
The General Assembly finds that:

(1) In 2023 and 2024, Vermont experienced extreme flooding and other
weather-based disasters that devastated farms and other working lands
businesses across the State.

(2) Many existing State and federal programs that are designed to
support _farms and forestry operations are difficult to access, are
administratively burdensome, are not equitably distributed to small- and
medium-scale farmers and forestry operations, and currently do not meet the
needs of Vermont farmers and forestry operations in a holistic way.
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(3) In particular, because federal crop insurance programs are not
designed to serve the needs of smaller scale or more diversified farming
operations, many Vermont farmers are not covered by crop insurance.

(4) The State should establish a permanent funding support program to:

(A) maintain the viability of farms and forestry operations in Vermont
in_order to ensure food security, resilience, rural economic vitality, and
environmental health;

(B) continuously invest in farms and forestry operations in a way that
makes them more resilient to current and future challenges; and

(C) provide a source of relief funds permanently available to farmers
and forestry operations impacted by weather-based emergencies.

Sec. 2. 6 V.S.A. chapter 207 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 207. PROMOTION AND, MARKETING, AND SUPPORT OF
VERMONT FARMS, FOODS, AND PRODUCTS

& sk ok

Subchapter 5. Farm and Forestry Operations Security Special Fund
§ 4641. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Eligible weather condition” means any of the following weather
conditions that are found to be closely correlated with agricultural or forest
operation income losses.

(A) high winds;

(B) excessive moisture, intense precipitation, or flooding;

(C) extreme heat;

(D) abnormal freeze conditions;

(E) a forest fire or wild fire event;
F) hail;
(G) drought; or

(H) any other severe weather or growing conditions impacting
agricultural or forestry operations income, as determined by the Review
Board.
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(2)  “Farm” means a parcel or parcels of land owned, leased, or
managed by a person and devoted primarily to farming and that is subject to
regulation under the Required Agricultural Practices.

(3)  “Farm and Forestry Operations Security Special Fund Review
Board” or “Review Board” means the Board established under section 4644

of this title.

(4) “Farming” has the same meaning as in section 2.16 of the Required
Agricultural Practices.

(5) “Forestry operation’ has the same meaning as in 10 V.S.A. § 2602.

0 4642. FARM AND FORESTRY OPERATIONS SECURITY SPECIAL
FUND

(a) There is established the Farm and Forestry Operations Security Special
Fund to be administered by the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets
and that shall be managed in accordance with 32 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter
5. The Fund shall consist of:

(1) funds transferred by the General Assembly;

(2) funds from public and private sources that the Secretary accepts for
the Fund; and

(3) funds from federal government aid for State support of farmers or
forestry operations suffering income loss due to weather conditions.

(b) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall ensure language
accessibility of the Fund through procurement and provision of interpretation
and translation services.

(c) All balances in the Fund at the end of any fiscal vear shall be carried
forward and remain part of the Fund.

§ 4643. FARM AND FORESTRY OPERATIONS SECURITY SPECIAL
FUND; PAYMENTS

(a) The Secretary, after consultation with the Review Board, shall award
payments from the Farm and Forestry Operations Security Special Fund to
persons owning farms and forestry operations that have incurred financial
losses or expenses due to an eligible weather condition.

(1) Payments from the Fund shall be in an amount that reimburses a
farm or forestry operation for up to 50 percent of the unreimbursed, uninsured,
or_otherwise uncovered losses due to eligible weather conditions, up to a
maximum_annual award of five percent of the undesignated and unreserved
funds in the Farm and Forestry Operations Security Special Fund at the
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beginning of each fiscal vear. provided that the award shall not exceed
$150,000.00 per qualified applicant farm or forestry operation per year.

(2) The Secretary may verify the occurrence of an eligible weather
condition claimed under this section through a site visit or through use of
available data from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
from other federal or State certified weather data sources, or from other public
or private weather or satellite data or models.

(3) Losses reimbursable by a payment under this section include:

(A) wages or compensation;

(B) replacement of lost income from destroved crops, impacted
livestock, or timber;

(C) _debt payments or other ongoing expenses;

(D) costs of replanting;

(E) livestock feed replacement costs;

(F) infrastructure or equipment repair and replacement;

(G) repair of farm roads, roads necessary to access farms, repair of
washed out or otherwise damaged logging roads;

(H) _inabilitv to access harvested timber due to flooding or other
weather conditions; and

(1) other losses as determined by the Secretary after consultation with
the Review Board.

(b) The Secretary shall develop a streamlined application for awards under
this section that shall include:

(1) a brief description of the damage that occurred;

(2) attestation of an eligible weather condition or event;

(3) a list of any State grants or loans received for the purposes of the
farm or forestry operation business in the past five vears, to include amount,
source, and purposes of the funding received;

(4) an estimate of losses; and

(5) a vear-end report of farm or forestry operation income and expenses.

(c) An application for an award under this section may be made at any
time, and the Secretary may only close the application process upon award of
all appropriated funds for the relevant fiscal vear:
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(d) Applications for an award under this section shall be processed in the
order received for each quarter, but an application shall not be ready for
evaluation _until _the Secretary determines that the application is
administratively complete and includes all documentation required by the

Secretary.

(e) All administratively complete applications shall be evaluated by the
Review Board.  Within 15 days following receipt of an administratively
complete application, the Review Board by majority vote shall recommend to
the Secretary whether to issue a payment to the applicant. If the Review Board
recommends an award under this section, the Secretary shall issue the award
within 15 days following the date of the Review Board’s recommendation.

(f) _The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets may pay reasonable
administrative expenses from the Fund for purposes of administering the
requirements of this subchapter.

o 4644. FARM AND FORESTRY OPERATIONS SECURITY SPECIAL
FUND REVIEW BOARD

(a) Creation. There is created the Farm and Forestry Operations Security
Special Fund Review Board, which for administrative purposes shall be
attached to the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(b) Organization of Board. The Board shall be composed of:

(1) the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets or designee, who
shall serve as chair;

(2) the Commissioner of Forests, Parks and Recreation or designee;

(3) the State Chief Recovery Officer or designee;

(4)  representatives of three agricultural organizations who can
demonstrate expertise in dealing with all sizes and types of farms in Vermont,
whether through granting funds, offering technical assistance, or advocacy,
and who have a proven track record of working with farmers, appointed by the
Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets;

(5) two farmers who have received relief funding, appointed by the
Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets; and

(6) two forestry operators, appointed by the Commissioner of Forests,
Parks and Recreation.

(c) Member terms; conflict.

(1) The members designated in subdivision (b)(4) of this section shall be
appointed to initial terms of two vears. Thereafter, each appointed member
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shall serve a term of three years or until the member’s earlier resignation or
removal. The members designated in subdivision (b)(5) of this section shall be
appointed to initial terms of one year. The members designated in subdivision
(b)(6) of this section shall be appointed to initial terms of two yvears.
Thereafter, each appointed member shall serve a term of three years or until
the member’s earlier resignation or removal. A vacancy shall be filled by the
appointing authority for the remainder of the unexpired term. An appointed
member shall not serve more than three consecutive three-year terms.

(2) If a Board member has a conflict of interest, as that term is defined
by 3 V.S.A. § 1201, regarding review of any application for a payment under
this section, the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets may appoint an
alternate member to maintain a quorum of the Board to review an application
and recommend whether payment should be awarded.

(d) Powers.

(1) The Review Board shall review applications for assistance under this
section, assess the accuracy and validity of the applications, and recommend
to the Secretary applicants who should receive assistance under this section.

(2) The Board annually shall report to the House Committee on
Agriculture, Food Resiliency, and Forestry and the Senate Committee on
Agriculture the total documented Vermont farm and forestry operations
financial losses from eligible weather conditions averaged over the previous
three calendar years.

(3) In order to ensure that the Fund is meeting the needs of Vermont’s
agricultural community and forestry operations community, the Review Board
annually shall review the application process, eligibility criteria, distribution,
and accessibility of the Fund. The Review Board annually shall recommend to
the House Committee on Agriculture, Food Resiliency, and Forestry and the
Senate Committee on Agriculture ways to improve the effectiveness of the
Fund.

(e) Officers; committees. The Board may elect officers, establish one or
more committees or subcommittees, and adopt such procedural rules as it shall
determine necessary and appropriate to perform its work.

(f) _Quorum; meetings: voting. A majority of the sitting members shall
constitute a quorum, and action taken by the Board may be authorized by a
majority of the members present and voting at any regular or special meeting
at which a quorum is present. The Board may meet as an advisory body under
1 V.S.A. chapter 5, subchapter 2.

(g) Compensation. Private sector members shall be entitled to per diem
compensation authorized under 32 V.S.A. § 1010(b) for each dav spent in the
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performance of their duties, and each member shall be reimbursed from the
Fund for the member’s actual and necessary expenses incurred in carrying out
the member’s duties.

Sec. 2a. CONTINGENCY OF FUNDING

The duty to implement Sec. 2 of this act (Farm and Forestry Operations
Security Special Fund) is contingent upon an appropriation of funds in fiscal
vear 2027 or subsequent fiscal years from the General Fund to the Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets for the specific purposes described in Sec. 2 of
this act.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.




